
ST. MARY OF THE WOODS / ST. ALOYSIUS     ~     PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 11, 2026; 6:00pm, St. Mary of the Woods 

1. Attendees:  Linda Root, San Ingells, Joanne Pero, Dan Ingalls, Dawn Staley, Kate Burchess, Jim Grant, 
Richard Wentzel and Denise Elsenheimer. 

2. Old Business: 
• The Parish Council’s previous meeting on January 14, 2026 was cancelled due to in climate 

weather. Hence, there were no minutes to approve. 
 

• Reviewed Charter voted by Council 

The Council was advised that their votes are Jointly binding between St. Mary and St. 
Aloyisius, and that votes are “Consultative”.  This means that Council recommendations are 
acted upon based upon the discretion of the pastor or Director of Parish Life and actions 
must be endorsed by Canonical Paster (Father Matthew Furgiuele.  

• Parish Council voted for Officers 
Dan Ingells moved to approve: 
Richard Wentzel as Secretary,  
Dawn Staley as Vice Chairperson 
Jim Maloy to continue as Chairperson 
Jim Grant Seconded the motion and the Council approved all positions. 

 
• Dawn Staley moved that the Council should investigate using the software program, “Google 

Docs” to budget Parish Council meeting time for agenda items. This will help the Council to 
focus discussions and hopefully shorten meetings. Denise noted that past meetings have 
required up to an hour and a half to complete. That motion was seconded by Joanne Piro and 
the Council verbally agreed to try the system for future meetings. Dawn volunteered to use 
the software to allocate time for agenda items in our next meeting. 

• Pastoral Planning update. 
Denise briefly reviewed the governmental structure of Gaylord Diocese. The Diocese is 
broken down into Vicariates, or regions incorporating several parishes. Father Methuen 
Figurelli is the Canonical Paster of our Vicariate, and he reports to Bishop Walch. 
 

3. New Business: 
a. Kate Burchess is replacing Carol Hart who resigned from the Parish Council. 
b. Knights of Columbus updates, Dan Ingells reported: 

Monthly meetings of the Knights have been suspended until April, but ad hoc 
meetings of officers and principal members are held as needed.  The Knights 
donated $500 to improve St. Mary’s cemetery storage building. A Group of 10 
Knights donated to a Traverse City charity called “Thrive”, which resulted in a 
$20,000 gift. 

c. St. Aloysius PCCW updates, Joanne Pero reported: 
Monthly meetings have been suspended until April. 

d. Faith Formation and Youth Ministry updates, Denise Elsenheimer reported: 
Dawn Staley recommended changing the title from “Family Faith Formation” to 
“Parish Faith Formation” to include all members of our parish community.  The 
Council was reminded that the acronym OCIA means Order of Christian 
Initiation for Adults. Currently there are five adults participating in our program 
which meets weekly at St. Mary’s on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm. 
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e. Building, Grounds & Maintenance updates, Jim Grant reported: 
St. Aloysius is $10,690 in the “Red”. To upgrade three parking areas: east, west 
and front, and make a sidewalk from the East parking lot to the front of the 
church will be over $100,000. Jim needs to get quotes. In addition, the women’s 
toilets need to be raised,  
church bell needs to be repaired,  
windows in the meeting hall need to be painted 
Snow gates need to be installed on the roof  
St. Mary’s is $670 in the Red. The church bell computer software needs 
updating. The outside brick siding needs fixing in the front. Renovation of the 
basement of the church is nearly finished. The interior walls need to be painted. 
The mold has been removed, and the inside walls plastered. The heaters and 
dehumidifiers are working well, and the musty odor has been removed. Other 
updates, repairs include: 
Parking lot needs to be sealed and striped and the Narthex floor is buckling. 

f. Cemetery Committee updates: 
St. Mary’s Sextant is Tom Sims (also fulltime maintenance at St. Mary’s). 
St. Aloysius Sextant is temporarily Jim Grant. 

g. Upcoming Events 
1. Widows group: Currently four are participating. They meet on fourth 

Thursdays. 
2. Chili cookoff: was a success. Jim Grant noted that it’s difficult to get St. 

Aloysius people to participate in events at St. Mary’s. Denise 
Elsenheimer observed that more people from St. Al’s have been 
attending St. Mary’s events recently, but we should work on improving 
attendance at each other’s parishes. 

3. Ash Wednesday: 9:00 am at St. Al’s & 6:00 pm at St. Mary’s. 
4. Lenten Bible study: Wednesday at St. Al’s and Thursday at St. Mary’s. 
5. Stations of the Cross & Dinner: Services will be held every other week 

on Wednesdays at St. Aloysius and St. Mary’s, as was done last year.  
h. Renting Out Halls: 

1. St. Aloysius private Baby Shower, February 7, 2026 ran way past closing 
time. This force Sue ???? to stay extra late. Denise Elsenheimer 
suggested that the Security deposit be forfeited when that happens. 

2. St. Mary’s Parish 90th birthday for Jerry Sicinski March 7, 2026. 
3. Private graduation party for Anna Martin May 31, 2026. 
4.   Insurance for rent our facilities has been raised by $50, so the rental fee 
must be raised. 

4. Correspondence: Nothing new to Report 
5. Father Michael Verschaeve’s 50th Ordination Anniversary celebration has been scheduled for March 19, 
2027. Denise Elsenheimer is planning for a mass and dinner. Denise has asked Father for the names and 
contact information of prospective invitees. 

6. The American Flags at both parishes need to be replaced. 


